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Media Release 

Embargoed unti l  15/3/2016,  6 .30pm 
 

‘Shadows on the hil l ’  by Dan McCabe 
Art ist ’s  car-shaped tent  p itches an alternat ive  to  Austral ia ’s  
unaffordable  housing market  
 
Presented in association with ACCA, Footscray Community Arts Centre, Darebin Arts’ 
Speakeasy and Testing Grounds, 
 
As housing prices in our major cities continue to climb, the Australia dream of owning a 
suburban home becomes an even bigger mountain to conquer. But is it worth the hike?  
 
Making an artist-designed tent his home in Melbourne during Next Wave Festival 2016, 
Perth-based artist Dan McCabe seeks to question how we might disrupt and mitigate 
suburban aspiration and gentrification, offering a humble and conscious way to view the 
world.  
 
Living in the mobile shelter from Thursday 5 until Sunday 22 May, McCabe will use his 
temporary engagements with various urban locations, including Southbank’s Testing 
Grounds, Footscray Community Arts Centre and Northcote Town Hall, as an opportunity for 
spontaneous and informal discussion with the passers-by. 
 
Shaped like an early ‘90s station wagon and parked on a curb, many commuters will 
overlook McCabe’s alternative accommodation as just another part of the city’s urban 
sprawl. However more curious passers-by will find the campsite a place for the exchange of 
ideas, environmentally conscious alternatives, and debates about the future of the 
Australian landscape and our place within it.  
 
Bringing together design principles for low-maintenance living, local narratives and 
community conversation, Shadows on the hill draws upon topical issues for the nation’s 
younger generations including climate change, economic crises, and the reality of the 
‘renting generation’. 
 
“Dan McCabe’s tactical photography is transformed into a disconcerting suburban 
camouflage, that, somewhat ironically, aims to make visible the paradoxes and 
contradictions of the dreams we’re taught to dream,” said Georgie  Meagher , Artistic 
Director, Next Wave.  
 
A keen hiker and camper, Dan McCabe is an early career visual artist based in Perth, his 
work critically interrogates how political and economic imperatives define our engagement 
with geography and landscape. 
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Shadows on the hill has been commissioned and developed through Next Wave’s flagship 
learning program, K ickstart . Unique to Australia for its multi-faceted approach, depth and 
scale, Kickstart is money, time and space for young artists to develop ambitious projects – 
to think bigger than they ever have before. 
 
Dan McCabe is available for interview. 
 
This project has been supported by International Art Space and the Western Australian 
Government through the Department of Culture and the Arts. 
 
Show Name:   Shadows on the hill 
Venue:  Testing Grounds, Footscray Community Arts Centre, ACCA,  Northcote Town Hall and 
more – check nextwave.org.au for locations and times 
Dates :  5-22 May  
T imes:  Open for discussion from 10am-5pm daily 
T icket  Pr ices  and Bookings :  Free 
Access :  Wheelchair accessible | Tactile tour upon request | Audio notes available at 
nextwave.org.au 
 
 
More info :  nextwave.org.au | danmccabe.com.au 
Socia l  media :  #nextwave16 / @next_wave / #shadowsonthehill 
 
 
Press  Contact :  Dan McCabe 0438 772 360 / danmccabe@live.com.au 

 
Next  Wave Fest ival  Contact :  Magda Petkoff, Next Wave Publicist 0409 436 473 / 
magda@purplemedia.com.au 

 
-ENDS- 

 


